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ROLAND BARTHES

A book by Doug Spowart

Roland Barthes the French writer and theorist,
has contributed significantly to the discourse
and critique of photography.

Barthes very carefully chooses his words. The
translators of his essays are equally careful in
the selection of English words to ensure the
essence of the original French. Argueably there
are passages in Barthes writing that are dense
with meaning, semiotics and obscurities that
may allow flexibility for reader interpretation.

His book La Chambre Clair (Camera Lucida) and
other writings including his essay on the Death
of the Author have been an inspiration for some
of my writing about concepts on photography.

In 2017 during an artist in residence at Bun-
danon | created a response to Barthes’ discus-
sion around the photograph of his mother in the
Wintergarden. The portrait has become enig-
matic, as although he references it, he never
reveals it to the reader.

In this book | have attempted to visually repre-
sent my reading of Barthes. In this work there
are sharp fragments of clarity amongst other
passages that are mere fuzzy shapes that
obfuscate any attempt for the reader to find
meaning.



