AUSTRALIAN BANQUET:
January 26 / 26, 1788

A book by Victoria Cooper + Doug Spowart

This work reflects on the ‘turning of the page’
in history that Australia Day represents.

One day — January 25th, 1788, First Nations
people feasted on a diverse banquet of the food
from their local environment that they had sus-
tainably cultivated for thousands of years.

The next day — January 26th. A new paradigm
impacted on both the natural environment and
First Nations culture. We have used the table
setting to symbolise this epic shift.

We feel that in the contemporary milieu of
conflicting opinions and voices, it is now timely
to acknowledge and listen to the First Nations
perspective, culture and history and learn from
their deep knowing of this land.

We invite those who encounter this artwork to
turn the page, and then hold it up to the light to
engage with the visual narrative.

CREATED: 2010 on Australia Day in Toowoomba

MEDIA: A unique state double-sided cyanotype on rice paper
broadsheet of 7 variants.

SIZE: 37.6 X 77Cm
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25th of January (NOTE: Image shows state #4)

Finally hold the sheet up to a light ...

Consider the interrelationship between
the two pages.

Through the delicate touch of the page
feel the narrative.




